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ERIC DAHLIN 

Department of Sociology | Brigham Young University | 801-422-1184 | eric.dahlin@byu.edu  
 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS  

2022-  Ballard Center for Social Impact Faculty Fellow 
 
2022-2023 Faculty Director, Washington Seminar, Brigham Young University 
 
2022-2023 Humanities Plus Faculty Fellow 
 
2019−  Associate Professor, Sociology, Brigham Young University 
 
2012−2019 Assistant Professor, Sociology, Brigham Young University 
 
2010−2012 Visiting Assistant Professor, Sociology, Brigham Young University 
 
 
EDUCATION 

2010  Ph.D. Sociology, University of Minnesota  
 
2003  M.S. Sociology, Brigham Young University 
 
1999  B.S. Sociology, Brigham Young University 
 
 
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS (*graduate student; †undergraduate student) 

Dahlin, Eric, Samantha K. Ammons, Jacob S. Rugh, Rachel Sumsion,† and Justin Hebertson.† 
Forthcoming. “The Social Impacts of Innovation: Reproducing Racial, Gender and Social 
Class Inequality.” International Journal of Sociology and Social Policy.  

 
Dahlin, Eric. Forthcoming. “Data Vizualization: Are Robots Really Stealing Our Jobs? Perception 

Versus Experience.” Socius.  
 
Mabey, Christopher S.,* Christopher A. Mattson, and Eric Dahlin. 2022. “Assessing Global Needs 

When Identifying Potential Engineering for Global Development Projects.” Journal of 
Mechanical Design 144: 031402.  
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Dahlin, Eric. 2021. “Are Independent Inventors a Relic of the Past? A Study of Independent 
Patenting in the United States, 1963–2014.” Social Science Quarterly 102: 1994-2005. 

 
Mabey, Christopher S.,* Andrew G. Armstrong,* Christopher A. Mattson, John L. Salmon, Nile W. 

Hatch, and Eric C. Dahlin. 2021. “A Computational Simulation-Based Framework for 
Estimating Potential Product Impact During Product Design.” Design Science 7: E15.  

 
Smith, Daniel O.,* Christopher A. Mattson, and Eric Dahlin. 2021. “Identifying High-Potential 

Work Areas in Engineering for Global Development: Linking Industry Sectors to the 
Human Development Index.” Journal of Mechanical Design 143: 061404.  

 
Stringham, Bryan J.,* Daniel O. Smith,* Christopher A. Mattson, and Eric Dahlin. 2020. 

“Combining Direct and Indirect User Data for Calculating Social Impact Indicators of 
Products in Developing Countries.” Journal of Mechanical Design 142: 121401. 

Dahlin, Eric. 2020. “Toward a Relational View of Innovation: Learning from Previous and  
Subsequent Stages of Innovation in Large Biopharmaceutical Firms, 1990-2006.” 
Prometheus 36: 173-197. 

 
Pack, Andrew T.,* Emma Rose Phipps,† Christopher A. Mattson, and Eric Dahlin. 2020. “Social 

Impact in Product Design, An Exploration of Current Industry Practices.” Journal of 
Mechanical Design 7: 071702.  

 
Ottoson, Hans,* Christopher Mattson, and Eric Dahlin. 2020. “Analysis of Perceived Social  

Impacts of Existing Products, with Implications for New Product Development.” Journal 
of Mechanical Design 142: 051101.  

 
Stevenson, Phillip,* Christopher Mattson, and Eric Dahlin. 2020. “A Method for Creating  

Product Social Impact Models of Engineered Products.” Journal of Mechanical Design 
142(4): 041101.  

 
Dahlin, Eric, Mikaela Dufur, and Dallan Flake. 2019. “Has the Promise of the Internet Been  

Realized? Internet Access and Collective Invention among Independent and 
Organizational Patent Inventors.” Social Currents 6: 553-574.  

 
Dahlin, Eric. 2019. “Are Robots Stealing Our Jobs?” Socius 5: 1-14.  
 
Dahlin, Eric. 2019. “A Network Perspective of Organizational Innovation.” Sociological Inquiry 

89: 123-149.  
 
Rainock, Meagan,* Dallin Everett,* Andrew Pack,* Eric Dahlin, and Christopher A. Mattson. 2018. 
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“The Social Impacts of Products: A Review.” Impact Assessment and Project Appraisal 
36: 230-241.  

 
Ammons, Samantha, Eric Dahlin, Penny Edgell, and Jonathan Santo. 2017. “Work-Family 

Conflict among Black, White and Hispanic Men and Women.” Community, Work & 
Family 20: 379-404.  

 
Dahlin, Eric, Greg Nelson, Meagan Haynes,† and Francis Sargeant.† 2016. “Success Rates for  

Product Development Strategies in New Drug Development.” Journal of Clinical 
Pharmacy & Therapeutics 41: 198-202.  
 

Dahlin, Eric. 2014. “The Sociology of Innovation: Organizational, Environmental, and Relative  
Perspectives.” Sociology Compass 8: 671-687.  

 
Parry Garff,* Eric Dahlin, Carol Ward, and Randy Lewis. 2013. “Analysis of Integrated 

Engineering and Social Science Approaches for Projects in Developing Communities.” 
International Journal for Service Learning in Engineering Special Edition: 137-150.  
 

Dahlin, Eric C., Brent Strong, and Scott Grimshaw. 2012. “Combining Creativity and Civilization:  
A Natural Experiment in a General Education, University Course.” International Journal 
of Instructional Technology and Distance Learning 9: 33-41.  
 

Edgell, Penny, Samantha Ammons, and Eric C. Dahlin. 2012. “Making Ends Meet: Insufficiency  
and Work–Family Coordination in the New Economy.” Journal of Family Issues 33: 999- 
1026.  

 
Dahlin, Eric C. 2011. “There’s No ‘I’ in Innovation.” Contexts 4: 22-27.  
 
Dahlin, Eric C., Erin Kelly, and Phyllis Moen. 2008. “Is Work the New Neighborhood? Social  

Ties in the Workplace, Family, and Neighborhood.” The Sociological Quarterly 49: 719-
736. 

 
Dahlin, Eric C. and Ann Hironaka. 2008. “Citizenship beyond Borders: A Cross-National Study of 

Dual Citizenship.” Sociological Inquiry 78: 54-73.  
 
Marie Cornwall, Brayden G King, Elizabeth M. Legerski, Eric C. Dahlin, and Kendra S. Schiffman. 

2007. “Signals or Mixed Signals: Why Opportunity for Mobilization Does Not Translate 
into Opportunity for Policy Reform.” Mobilization 12: 239-254.  
 

Kelly, Erin, Eric C. Dahlin, Donna Spencer, and Phyllis Moen. 2007 “Making Sense of a Mess:  
Phased Retirement Policies and Practices in the United States.” Journal of Workplace 
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Behavioral Health 23: 147-164.   
 

King, Brayden G, Marie Cornwall, and Eric C. Dahlin. 2005. “Winning Woman Suffrage One Step 
at a Time: Constitutional Revision and the Logic of the Legislative Process.” Social Forces 
83: 1211-1234.  

 
 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS (*graduate student; †undergraduate student) 

Dahlin, Eric. 2020. Review of Beyond Technonationalism: Biomedical Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship in Asia by Kathryn C. Ibata-Arens. Social Forces 99: e18. 

 
Mabey, Chris S.,* Christopher A. Mattson, and Eric Dahlin. 2020. “Assessing Global Needs When 

Identifying Potential Engineering for Global Development Projects.” Proceedings of the 
ASME 2020 International Design Engineering Technical Conferences and Computers and 
Information in Engineering Conference. Volume 11B: 46th Design Automation 
Conference (DAC). Virtual, Online. August 17-19.  

 
Dahlin, Eric and Daehyeon Kim.* 2019. “Innovation.” Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology,  
 2nd Edition, edited by George Ritzer. 
 
Wood, Amy,* Parry Garff,* Carol Ward, Eric Dahlin, and Randy Lewis. 2013. “Social Constraints: A  

Critical Component of Global Humanitarian-based Projects.” Proceedings of the 
American Society for Engineering Education Annual Conference. Atlanta, GA.  

 
 
GRANTS  

2022-2023 “Social Impact Survey of Design Engineers.” Ballard Center for Social Impact, 
Brigham Young University $4,160 

 
2018-2022 “Creating and Using Social Impact Models for Engineered Products.” Mattson, 

Christopher (PI) and Eric Dahlin (coPI), National Science Foundation ($500,643) 
(Award #1761505) 

 

2016-2018 “EAGER: Social Impact Modeling for Engineered Products.” Mattson, Christopher 
(PI) and Eric Dahlin (coPI), National Science Foundation ($199,991) (Award 
#1632740) 

 
2013 Field Studies Grant, College of Family, Home and Social Sciences, Brigham Young 

University ($1,400) 
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2012  Mentoring Environment Grant, Brigham Young University ($20,000) 
 
2009 Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant, National Science Foundation 

($3,200) 
 
2008  Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, University of Minnesota ($22,000 plus tuition) 
 
2006  Graduate Research Partnership Program, University of Minnesota (with Evan  
  Schofer), “The Impact of Globalization on National Income Inequality.” ($5,948) 
 
2004  Graduate Research Partnership Program, University of Minnesota (with Ann  
  Hironaka), Historical Changes in the Conception of Citizenship.” ($5,270)  
 
2003 Program Evaluation Grant, Provo City School District (with Ralph Brown and 

Carol Ward), “Evaluating PHASE – Peers Helping Achieve Self-Esteem.” ($5,000) 
 
 
RECENT CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (*graduate student, †undergraduate student) 

2021 Andrew G. Armstrong,* Chistopher A. Mattson, John L. Salmon, and Eric Dahlin. “FMEA-
Inspired Analysis for Social Impact of Engineered Products.” ASME International Design 
Engineering Technical Conferences & Computers and Information in Engineering 
Conference, Virtual Conference, August 17-19, 2021. 

 
 Dahlin, Eric. “World Society and Organizational and Individual Actorhood.” Paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association (virtual). 
 
2020 Mabey, Chris S.,* Christopher A. Mattson, and Eric Dahlin. 2020. “Assessing Global Needs 

When Identifying Potential Engineering for Global Development Projects.” Design 
Automation Conference (DAC). Virtual, Online. August 17-19. 
 
Manwaring, Claire,† Jacob Wixom,* Eric Dahlin, and Christopher A. Mattson. “A Case of 
Globalization Strengthening Cultural Heritage.” Paper presented at the annual meeting 
of the American Sociological Association (virtual). 

 
2019 Dahlin, Eric. “The Asymmetric Society Revisited.” Paper presented at the annual meeting 

of the American Sociological Association, New York, NY. 

 
2018 Dahlin, Eric and Mikaela Dufur. “Has the Promise of the Internet Been Realized? Internet 

Access and Collective Invention among Patent Inventors.” Paper presented at the 
annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Philadelphia, PA.  
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 Pack, Andrew T.,* Emma Rose Phipps,† Christopher A. Mattson, and Eric Dahlin. 2018. 

“Social Impact Product Design, an Exploration of Current Industry Practices.” Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the ASME 2018 International Design Engineering 
Technical Conferences & Computers and Information in Engineering Conference, 
Quebec City, Canada.  

 
2017 Rainock, Meagan*, Dallin Everett*, Andrew Pack*, Eric Dahlin, and Christopher A. 

Mattson. “A Review of the Antecedents and Consequences of Innovation.” Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Montreal, 
Canada.  

 
 Ottosson, Hans*, Emma Hirschi†, Christopher A. Mattson, and Eric Dahlin “A Simple 

Starting Point for Designing for and/or Assessing the Social Impact of Products.” Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the ASME 2017 International Design Engineering 
Technical Conferences and Computers and Information in Engineering Conference, 
Cleveland, Ohio.  

 
2016 Dahlin, Eric. “Toward a Relational View of Innovation: Learning from the Past and the  

Future in Large Biopharmaceutical Firms, 1990-2006.” Paper presented at the annual 
meeting of the American Sociological Association, Seattle, WA. 

 
2015 Dahlin, Eric. “A Multi-Level Network Theory of Organizational Innovation in Large  

Biopharmaceutical Firms, 1990-2006.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
American Sociological Association, Chicago, IL. 

 
Dahlin, Eric, Benjamin Gibbs, and Dallan Flake. “Who’s Winning Innovation—Individuals 
or Organizations? Institutional and Organizational Explanations of Innovation in the 
United States.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological 
Association, Chicago, IL. 
 
Dahlin, Eric, Benjamin Gibbs, and Dallan Flake. “Who’s Winning Innovation—Individuals 
or Organizations? Institutional and Organizational Explanations of Innovation in the 
United States.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Society for the 
Advancement of Socio-Economics, London, UK.  
 

 
TEACHING 

Courses  

Citizenship in the Organizational Society (Brigham Young University) 
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Washington Seminar Internship (Brigham Young University) 
Complex Organizations (Graduate) (Brigham Young University) 
Sociology of Organizations (Undergraduate) (University of Maryland, Brigham Young University) 
Sociology of Innovation (Brigham Young University) 
Data Analysis and Presentation (Brigham Young University)  
Political Sociology (Brigham Young University) 
 
Student Advising 

David Braudt (B.S. honors thesis committee, 2011) 
Bradley Marianno (M.S. committee, 2013) 
Ryan Coles (M.S. committee, 2014) 
Rilee Butters (M.S. committee, 2014) 
Michael Wood (M.S. committee, 2014) 
Parry Garff (M.S. committee, 2014) 
Loren Rich (M.S. committee, 2015) 
Daehyeon Kim (M.S. committee, 2017) 
Hans Ottoson (Ph.D. committee, 2021) 
Bryan Stringham (Ph.D. committee) 
Jake Wixom (M.S. committee) 
Phillip Stevenson (M.S. committee) 
Chris Mabey (Ph.D. committee) 
Andrew Armstrong (M.S. committee) 
Bret Lyman (M.S. chair) 
Johnny Cope (M.S. chair) 
 
 
SERVICE 

Profession 

2018-2023 Associate Editor for Sociology Compass 
 
2023 Max Weber Book Award Committee Member. Organizations, Occupations, and 

Work Section, American Sociological Association, Philadelphia, PA. 
 
2022 W. Richard Scott Article Award Committee. Organizations, Occupations, and 

Work Section, American Sociological Association, Los Angeles, CA.  
 
2021 Nominations Committee. Organizations, Occupations, and Work Section, 

American Sociological Association (virtual). 
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2020-2021 Work in Progress Blog, Editorial Team 
 
2018 Organizer, Workshop on Sociology of Innovation, Park City, UT, August 3-5. 
 

Roundtables Co-organizer, Organizations, Occupations, and Work Section, 
American Sociological Association, Philadelphia, PA. 

 
2017 Distinguished Career Award Committee. Organizations, Occupations, and Work 

Section, American Sociological Association, Montreal, CA. 
 
2014 Roundtables Co-organizer, Organizations, Occupations, and Work Section, 

American Sociological Association, New York, NY.  
 
2013 Roundtables Co-organizer, Organizations, Occupations, and Work Section, 

American Sociological Association, New York, NY. 
 
Ad Hoc Reviewer: American Sociological Review, Administrative Science Quarterly, Organization 
Science, Social Problems, Strategic Organization, British Journal of Management, Journal for the 
Scientific Study of Religion, Journal of Product Innovation Management, Journal of Business 
Ethics, Labor Studies Journal, National Science Foundation, Nature Sustainability, Sociological 
Inquiry, Mobilization, Sociological Perspectives, Current Sociology 
 
College & University 

2022-  Ballard Center Faculty Fellow 
 
2022-2023 Humanities Plus Faculty Fellow 
 
2019-2020 Creativity, Innovation, and Design (CID) Library Studio Steering Committee 
 
2016-2019 Research Committee Member, Family, Home, and Social Sciences, Brigham 

Young University 
 
2011-2015 Faculty eChampion & Liason for the College of Family, Home, and Social Sciences 

to the Rollins Center for Entrepreneurship, Brigham Young University 
 
2011 Competition and Event Organizer for the College of Family, Home, and Social 

Sciences, “Changing the World through Innovation,” Brigham Young University 
Department 

2022- Rank and Status Committee, Brigham Young University 
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2020-2022 Rank and Status Committee Chair, Brigham Young University 
 
2019-2020 Recruitment Committee Chair, Brigham Young University 
 
2018-2019 Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, Brigham Young University 
2012-2016    
 
2016-2018 Recruitment Committee, Brigham Young University 
  
2016 Library Representative, Brigham Young University 
 
2013-2015 Business Research Group Faculty Advisor, Brigham Young University 
 
2007  Personnel Committee, University of Minnesota 
 
2006 SRI Faculty Mentor Award Committee, University of Minnesota  


